
PEOPLE in Lancashire are among the world’s greenest fol-lowing the opening of two revolutionary facilities that willsee the vast majority of their household rubbish reused, in-stead of sent to land?ill.Within ?ive years, recycling and recovery rates are pre-dicted to hit 80%, up from 45% at present.Newwaste recovery parks opened this summer at Thorn-ton, near Blackpool; and Farington, near Leyland; featuringa combination of cutting edge technologies currently seenat only one other location worldwide.On each site, a large fully-enclosed composterwill initiallytreat green gardenwaste, followed later this year by the ad-dition of food scraps, while a high-tech combination of me-chanical and biological processes is used to produce acompost-like material.County Councillor Albert Atkinson, deputy leader, said:“This is nothing short of a revolution in how we treat Lan-cashire’s waste - we’re saying goodbye to the practice ofsending most of our waste to land?ill.“We’ve been forward thinking enough to recognise a fu-ture in which most of our waste can be reused and recycledwithout the need for incineration.”Lancashire County Council has teamed upwith BlackpoolCouncil, Catalyst Lend Lease and Amec to build the plants,which have created 320 jobs for local people. They will berun by a company called Global Renewables Lancashire.At Farington, 9,000 pupils a year will visit a state-of-the-art education centre, which features an enclosed walkwayextending for almost 1km through the facility.The facility also features special technology to separateand sort recyclables collected at the kerbside into types andcolours, ready for sale to manufacturers.The plants will take a few months to ramp up to full op-eration. The compost-like material resulting from the pro-cessing of black-bin waste will be used toregenerate former industrial sites and to plant 2.5m treesover the next 25 years.
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WINTER
WEATHER
WORK
PPAAGGEE  1100

NNEEWW  HHII--TTEECCHH  FFAACCIILLIITTYY
FFOORR  LLAANNCCAASSHHIIRREE  WWAASSTTEE

AA  BBRRIIGGHHTT  NNEEWW  FFUUTTUURREE
TTHHEE  rreevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  nneeww  wwaassttee  rreeccoovveerryy  ppaarrkk  iinn
FFaarriinnggttoonn,,  nneeaarr  LLeeyyllaanndd,,  iiss  ooffffiicciiaallllyy  ooppeenn..
TThhee  pphhoottooggrraapphh  sshhoowwss  ssppeecciiaall  gguueessttss  oouuttssiiddee
tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  eedduuccaattiioonn  cceennttrree  ((ffrroomm  lleefftt))::
CCoouunnttyy  CCoouunncciilllloorr  AAllbbeerrtt  AAttkkiinnssoonn,,  ddeeppuuttyy

lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunncciill;;  CCoouunncciilllloorr  IIaann  FFoowwlleerr,,
ddeeppuuttyy  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  BBllaacckkppooooll  CCoouunncciill;;  SStteevvee
BBrroowwnnee,,  tthhee  ccoouunnttyy  ccoouunncciill’’ss  ddiirreeccttoorr  ooff  wwaassttee
ssttrraatteeggyy  aanndd  ppoolliiccyy;;  aanndd  MMaarrttiinn  HHooppkkiinnss,,  cchhiieeff
eexxeeccuuttiivvee  ooff  GGlloobbaall  RReenneewwaabblleess  LLaannccaasshhiirree..

invision

New help for 
local businessA SUCCESSFUL county council ?inance scheme has relaunched in response to the current economicsituation. 
�� LLaannccaasshhiirree  nneewwss  --  
PPaaggee  ffoouurr

Stories from your
local areaNEWS about county council services in your local area on ourdistrict pages. 
�� LLaannccaasshhiirree  lliinnkkss  --
PPaaggee  ffiivvee

How is the 
council doing?A SPECIAL two-page Annual Reportdetails how we’ve spent money onservices in the last year and how effective it has been. 
�� AAnnnnuuaall  RReeppoorrtt  --  
PPaaggeess  ssiixx  aanndd  sseevveenn

A century of 
girl guidesTAKE a trip into the past with an interesting feature on girl guiding atGawthorpe Hall.   
�� LLiivviinngg  iinn  LLaannccaasshhiirree  --  
PPaaggee  eeiigghhtt

School pupils
make the gradeAnother bumper year for Lan-cashire’s GCSE results. 
�� LLaannccaasshhiirree  nneewwss  --  
PPaaggee  eelleevveenn

A cassette version of Vision is now available for visually impared people from Galloway’s Society for the Blind by calling 01772 744148

visionlancashire
CCoommmmuunniittyy  nneewwss  ffrroomm  aaccrroossss  YYOOUURR  ccoouunnttyy

CCoouunnttyy  HHaallll

MESSAGE from County Coun-
cillor Geoff Driver, leader of
Lancashire County Council:We are committed to pro-tecting services to the mostvulnerable, which is why, ear-lier this month, we approvedplans to protect more than twoand a half million poundsworth of funding for childrenand family services, as centralgovernment seeks to reducethe de?icit.The move follows the central

government announcement inJune that it was stopping grantfunding speci?ically targeted atlocal services. This means thatthe county council needs tosave over £22m from its agreedbudget, during 2010-11, in ad-dition to its other savings re-quirements.On Thursday 9 September,the Cabinet approved proposalsto keep much of the funding inplace, while making ef?iciencysavings elsewhere in the coun-

cil across a range of services.Unlike many councils, wedon’t intend to simply cut services where we’re losing tar-geted funding, because we be-lieve some of these services area priority for local communities.Instead we have asked man-agers to ?ind ways of protectingthem by saving money fromnon-frontline activities. Butthere is no escaping the factLancashire has to contribute torelieving the huge burden on

public ?inances nationally.I am very clear that I will domy absolute utmost to protectservices for the most vulnera-ble in the county. With workwe’ve already started tostreamline the council, I amcon?ident that the council willemerge from this as a much leaner and ?itter organi-sation, better able to provideservices that residents want,in places where they areneeded.

COUNCIL FINANCES

TToouugghh  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ttiimmeess  aahheeaadd

COULD YOU BE A
FOSTER
CARER?
PPAAGGEE  1111



ask gabby| lancashire news September 2010
www.lancashire.gov.uk

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

AAppppllyy  ffoorr  aa  sscchhooooll
ppllaaccee  oonnlliinnee
�� SSuuee  BBeecckkeerrLANCASHIRE’S onlineschool admissions systemis now live for applica-tions for September 2011starters.Last year nearly 10,000Lancashire parents - morethan a third - applied on-line.Feedback conCirmedthat most people com-pleted their applicationwithin ten minutes andthey'd recommend thesystem to other people.It is easy to use, secureand has an automaticemail acknowledgement.Paper applicationforms are still availableand can be obtained fromyour local Area EducationOfCice. Applicants whoapply online don't need tocomplete a paper applica-tion form.Offer letters will be is-

sued to all applicants dur-ing early March 2011(secondary) and April2011 (primary). Onlineapplicants will be able toaccess their school offerslightly earlier on the dayon which offer letters areissued.Lancashire's applica-tion process is only forLancashire residents.Those who live in neigh-bouring areas must usetheir home local author-ity.Parents must apply forsecondary school placescommencing in Septem-ber 2011 by 31 October2010 and primary schoolplaces by 15 January2011.Parents with childrenwho have their Cifth birth-day between 1 September2011 and 31 August 2012should still apply for aprimary school place -

OONNLLIINNEE  | An easy and
convenient way to apply.

justamin
Bowled over COUNTY Councillor Cia-ran Wells has given £200to Rushton Street Bowl-ing Club in Great Har-wood.
Green
fingeredCOUNTY Councillor Gra-ham Jones has awarded£300 to Heartworks Al-lotment 2.
Village lifeCOUNTY CouncillorDavid Smith hasprovided a £400 grant toBashall Eaves VillageHall committee.
Help givenCOUNTY CouncillorTerry Brown hasprovided £250 forFriends of Chorley Quad.

even where an elder sib-ling is already attendingtheir preferred primaryschool. Parents with childrenin year six at primaryschool in September 2010should apply for second-ary school places for Sep-tember 2011.To apply online, visitthe website: www.lan-cashire.gov.uk/e-admis-sions
2008-2009
Improving Accessibility
 
2009-2010
Positive Engagement of Older People 
Raising Economic Prosperity 
through Partnerships
Cohesive and Resilient Communities

2

�� TACKLING UNDERAGE SALES

SHOPS around Hyndburn signed up to tackle the scourge of underage drinking.
The photograph shows PC Rachel Pilkington with David Johnnie from Lancashire
Trading Standards, who were two of the partners in the project.

CCiittyy  sscchheemmee  wwiinnss  aawwaarrdd
A £1M initiative to boostcycling, walking and pub-lic transport use at theUniversity of Central Lan-cashire has earned na-tional recognition.The Civitas AdelphiQuarter scheme in Pre-ston was highly com-mended in the Walkingand Public Realm cate-

gory of the NationalTransport Awards 2010.The project, involving apartnership of the countycouncil, the universityand Preston City Council;aimed to encourage morepeople to travel on foot,by bike or by bus.Following extensivepublic consultation, a

programme of improve-ments was carried out, in-cluding reduced speedlimits, better walking andcycling routes, more seat-ing, improved landscap-ing; enhanced links topublic transport, with realtime passenger informa-tion; and increased cyclestorage facilities.

MY friend and I willsoon be visiting Black-pool for a short break.We both have NoW-cards, which we hope touse on the local trans-port whilst we are there.Could you please tellme if the NoWcard is ac-cepted on the Blackpooltrams?
Mrs Gough
Lancaster

GABBY SAYS: Yes,
you'll be please to hear
that you can use your
NoWcard on the trams
in Blackpool. The eld-

erly NoWcard has an
additional concession
added to it which allows
free off-peak travel on
the Knott End Ferry
service and also the
trams in Blackpool and
Wyre. 

LETTER OF THE MONTH

NNooWW  iiss  tthhee  ttiimmee
ttoo  rriiddee  tthhee  ffeerrrryy    

Any journeys made be-
fore 9:30am will be
charged in full. For fur-
ther information on the
NoWcard please do not
hesitate to contact the
NoWcard Helpline on
0845 058 1096.

Finance helpUNFORTUNATELY at themoment I am goingthrough some CinancialdifCiculties. A friend told me thathe contacted LancashireCounty Council and gotsome advice on what hemay be entitled to, I'mwondering if I could getsome advice too please.
Mr Grif�iths

Chorley

GABBY SAYS: 
Certainly, our Welfare
Rights team will be able
to help you with this.
The Lancashire Welfare
Rights team aims to
help the residents of
Lancashire by offering
information and advice
on the whole range of
social security and local
authority benefits and
tax credits. 
One of the Welfare
Rights team's main
aims is to make sure
that each individual is
in receipt of full entitle-
ment to benefit.
If you would like to
speak to our Welfare
Rights team, please con-
tact 0845 053 0013
and a customer service
officer will be happy to
assist.

Book a badgeI WOULD like to applyfor my Cirst Blue Badgeand have been informedby local authorities that Ican go to my local libraryto do so, is this correct?If it is, that would be

wonderful as applicationforms have never beenmy strong point.
Mr Martin

Bacup
GABBY SAYS:
Yes, you are correct.
Lancashire County
Council has a facility

called TellyTalk in nine li-
braries across Lan-
cashire and two health
centres.
TellyTalk is an innovative
way for customers to
communicate with cus-
tomer service officers
via a television link,  giv-

ing face-to-face contact. 
By visiting one of our
TellyTalk machines our
customers can get help
and advice on all as-
pects of the Blue Badge
service, including brand
new applications and
renewals. 
The TellyTalk machines
also have the technol-
ogy to take a cus-
tomer’s photograph and
signature whilst they
are there. If you would
like more information
on the telly talk service
and the TellyTalk loca-
tions, please do not hes-
itate to contact the
Blue Badge team on
0845 053 0049.

Hot topicWinter is fast approach-ing. Last year my gas andelectric bills were veryhigh. I am retired andlive off my pension, sothe rise in bills really af-fects me. Is there any-thing that can help me orimprove my home tokeep the heat in betterthis year?
Miss Woods

Brier�ield

GABBY SAYS: 
There are a couple of
things you can do. 

Here are some contact
numbers for the Winter
Fuel Payments Helpline
and also Warm Front,
which is a Government-
funded initiative, 
managed by Eaga. 
It can provide a pack-
age of insulation and
heating improvements
up to the value of
£3,500. 
Winter Fuel Payments
Helpline is 0845 915
1515. For Warm Front
contact 01772 906
838.

Litter bugI'M not sure which de-partment to turn to, butI'd like to request thatsomeone comes out tosee my road and the lit-ter that’s on it. I live directly opposite alarge grass area with apark, and unfortunatelythe litter that is left on

the park blows over myway and ends up by thekerb and in the drain.Who should I direct thisto?
Miss Upton

Gisburn

GABBY SAYS: 
Road sweeping is a serv-
ice offered by the dis-
trict councils.
As you live in Gisburn
you will need to contact
Ribble Valley Borough
Council on 01200 425
111. 
For further information
on district council con-
tact details please visit
the Lancashire County
Council website:
www.lancashire.gov.uk

askgabby
Don’t know who to contact
about council services? Are 
you baffled by bureaucracy?

Call 0845 053 0000 or 
email: enquiries@lancashire.gov.uk

A full job description 
of all vacancies is available 
on our website

www.lancashire.gov.uk/vacancies
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�� CLASS ACT

PUPILS at a Silverdale school have received an
award for their healthy activities.

The Chairman of Lancashire County Council,
Chris Holtom, visited Silverdale St John’s Primary
School, to officially present pupils with their Chair-
man’s Challenge trophy.

He is pictured with County Councillor Sarah Fish-
wick (centre).and pupil Jack Bradfield.

WORKING TOGETHER

PPrraaiissee  ffoorr  ssttrroonnggeerr
ccoommmmuunniittiieess

justamin
That’s the
tuneTANHOUSE MorrisDancers in Skelmersdalehave received £300 fromCounty Councillor TerryAldridge.He also gave £100 to theWest Lancashire BigBand.
Silver bandCOUNTY Councillor Mal-colm Barron gave a grantof £350 to Hesketh BankSilver Band towardstheir work.
Grant boostCHRIST Church ParboldMusic Group have re-ceived £250 fromCounty Councillor DavidWestley.
Local fundsCOUNTY CouncillorTerry Aldridge gave agrant of £200 to BirchGreen Community Cen-tre, Skelmersdale. 
On track THE Friends of NelsonStation have received  a£110 grant from CountyCouncillor George Adamtowards their work. 

�� RRoobb  BByywwaatteerrLANCASHIRE CountyCouncil and its partnershave been praised by or-ganisations across thecountry for their innova-tive schemes to improvethe way people live andwork together.The Lancashire Com-munity Cohesion Partner-ship, which includes thecounty council, local dis-

trict and unitary councils,and other public and vol-untary sector organisa-tions, was presented witha 'Beacon Award' for com-munity cohesion in2009/10. Awarded by the Govern-ment and the AdvisoryPanel for the Beacons, thescheme recognises organi-sations that work togetherto share ideas on commu-nity cohesion and show-

case particularly innova-tive schemes that are help-ing to build strongercommunities. County Councillor MikeCalvert, Cabinet memberfor adult and communityservices, said: "The countycouncil, together with itspartners on LancashireCommunity CohesionPartnership, has achieveda great deal in improvingservices to develop strong

communities whilst re-specting differences andhas been able to build onthis during its year as aBeacon. "We've taken an innova-tive approach throughprojects such as Living Li-braries in Lancashire,which encouraged peopleto find out about thosefrom other backgrounds ina fun and interesting wayat their local library.”
PPllaann  ffoorr  nneeww  yyoouutthh  cceennttrree  
�� AAnnddyy  SSwwaaiinnPLANS for a new  youngpeople’s facility in Pre-ston have been unveiled.Preston Youth ZonePlus, located in the citycentre, will provide youngpeople with a place to goand things to do, as wellas offering information,advice, guidance and spe-cialist services for youngpeople aged eight to 25.It is hoped that the new

state-of-the-art facilitywill open in 2012 as partof the Preston Guild cele-brations. It will serve Pre-ston and surroundingdistricts.County CouncillorMark Perks, Cabinetmember for young peo-ple, said: “The combina-tion of sporting andleisure facilities and serv-ices will offer opportuni-ties to our young people, making this a

unique resource.”The scheme is based on the success of theBolton Lads and GirlsClub.Youth Zone will includea sports hall, two multi-purpose activity areas, a kitchen/cafe area, mentor rooms, a recre-ation area, a multi-usesports pitch and a fitnesssuite.It will have a privatesector-driven board, with

the backing of LancashireCounty Council, PrestonCity Council, the localbusiness community andOnSide NW - a charity de-veloped out of BoltonLads and Girls Club.The county council hascommitted £1m towardsthe building costs. The re-mainder will be raisedfrom a variety of sources,including the local busi-ness community, trustsand grants.



�� JJiimm  SSmmiitthhLANDOWNERS and farm-ers in Lancashire arebeing offered a helpinghand to make the most oftheir woodlands.The Lancashire Wood-lands Project assists ineverything from planningwoodland managementprojects and new plant-ing, to helping with grantapplications and advisingon how to carry outworks.The county council-run

initiative also supportssmall businesses to makegreater use of local tim-ber, and helps local com-munities use woodlandsfor personal develop-ment.Among those helped bythe project is Mellorfarmer Finlay Hodge,who wanted to plantmore than 5,800 trees,covering 5.5 hectares. He said: "Getting goodadvice at the beginning isworth its weight in goldto save costly errors and

frustration."And when farmer JeffWilson was replacingLPG fuel with a woodchip boiler to heat hisholiday cottages at Tos-side, the project advisedhim on the types of sys-tems available and whereto source local timber.

�� SStteepphheenn  AAxxoonnA SUCCESSFUL businessGinance scheme has re-launched to become moreGlexible for Lancashirecompanies.Lancashire CountyCouncil's Rosebud Fi-nance scheme, originallylaunched in 1985, hasbeen re-launched in re-sponse to the current eco-nomic situation. 

Building on signiGicantsuccess to date, Rosebudhas been re-launchedwith a larger and moreGlexible Ginance offeringdesigned to appeal toLancashire companiesseeking growth and ex-pansion. Finance is provided upto £1million as loans orequity (or a combinationof both) on competitivecommercial terms.

Ged Fitzgerald, chiefexecutive of LancashireCounty Council, said: "Weare keen to support localbusinesses who demon-strate the drive and am-bition to grow anddevelop the wealth of theLancashire economy."Many businesses Gindit difGicult to raise fund-ing from traditionalsources, such as thebanks. Rosebud can be

offered to most busi-nesses with a businessplan demonstratinggrowth and a Rosebudoffer may then unlockother funding sources. "We have responded tothe market needs by in-creasing the availableoffer, with both Ginanceand a wide-ranging pro-gramme of business sup-port. We are open forbusiness."

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BBuussiinneessss  ggeettss  aa  bboooosstt
ffrroomm  ffiinnaannccee  sscchheemmee

justaminute
Young people’s top readJUDGES from schools across the county have chosenLancashire's prestigious Book of the Year.Their overall winner 'Bang, Bang, You're Dead!’, byNarinder Dhami, is a high-paced, psychologicalthriller. Narinder visited County Hall  to ofGicially re-ceive her award and meet some of her young judges.
Bowland is ‘shining beacon’ THE Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding NaturalBeauty (AONB) hasonce again received aprestigious interna-tional award. The AONB was re-awarded the EuropeanCharter for SustainableTourism in ProtectedAreas, which recognisessustainable tourism development work byLancashire County Council and local partners. 
Royal call to businessLANCASHIRE businesses are urged to apply for aQueen's Award for Enterprise.The Queen’s Award recognises outstandingachievement by businesses in innovation, interna-tional trade and sustainable development. Businesses who want to apply need to act quickly.The deadline is 29 October 2010. For further informa-tion visit: www.creativelancashire.org 
Electric blanket checksLANCASHIRE County Council’s Trading StandardsService has been running free safety checks onelectric blankets. Tests help ensure blankets are in a safe condition aswinter approaches. Checks carried out in 2008 found58% of electric blankets to be unsafe.

SSCCEENNIICC|RRiivveerr  HHooddddeerr

PEOPLE can now reportdamage to bus shelters inLancashire by sending atext message to a dedi-cated hotline number.Owners of iPhones canalso send a photo of van-dalised shelters by down-loading a free app. This Lancashire CountyCouncil initiative willhelp to speed up repairs. There are 2,180 bus

shelters across thecounty, with nearly half ofthem owned by districtcouncils and the rest bythe county council, com-mercial operators andparish councils. To report a damagedbus shelter, text the mes-sage: 'BUS SHELTER', fol-lowed by the type ofdamage and the bus shel-ter location, to 82070.

TThheerree’’ss  aann
aapppp  ffoorr  tthhaatt......

,
�� HELP FOR NEW BUSINESS

WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT

TTrreeee--mmeennddoouuss  hheellpp
ffoorr  wwooooddllaannddss

For more information
call 0011777722  553333991177,
send an email llwwpp@@llaann--
ccaasshhiirree..ggoovv..uukk or visit
the website: wwwwww..llaann--
ccaasshhiirree..ggoovv..uukk//llwwpp

CENSUS day takes
place on 27 March
2011.
Since the last Census,
Lancashire com-
munities will have
changed. 
The census is highly
important in moni-

toring any changes
and helping to plan
public services.
To help with the Cen-
sus work, the Of0ice
for National Statistics
aims to 0ill 35,000
roles across England
and Wales.

For more information
about Census roles
and helping your
community, visit their
website: www.
censusjobs.co.uk or
contact the recruit-
ment help line on
0845 6044 013.

NEW high-specification offices have been created in Rossendale by Lancashire
County Developments Limited, in partnership with Rossendale Borough 
Council and the North West Development Agency. For more details about the
Rising Bridge Business and Enterprise Village, contact 01772 533890 or visit
www.lancashire.gov.uk/risingbridge

The scheme is designedto appeal to all business Gi-nancing requirements. It offers Ginance to start-ups, early stage busi-nesses, and to moremature businesses requir-ing support for ongoingdevelopment or evenchange of ownership. For  details contact01772 536600 or visitwww.lancashire.gov.uk/rosebud

lancashire news4 September 2010
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VISION
DISTRICT

PAGE
Each edition of Vision includes separate district pages known as

lancashirelinks on page !ive.
These include news and information about local servicesprovided by the county council in those areas.

Districts are grouped in pairs as follows:
Burnley and Pendle

Fylde and Wyre
Chorley and West Lancashire
Hyndburn and Rossendale
Lancaster and Ribble Valley
Preston and South Ribble

For copies of these editions in PDF format,go to www.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/vision
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IntroductionThe annual reportdescribes how weperformedover the last 12months including how wespent the money we re-ceived to provideservices for Lancashirepeople.In the past year therehas been increasedpressure on countybudgets and the councilhas been looking closely atevery area of spending.

Money has been savedthoughmore Blexiblewaysof working, increased efBi-ciency in the procurementof goods and services andstaff savings.The report also containsa summary of thestatement of accounts,which gives an overviewof the council’s Binancialposition for the year to 31March 2010.The Bigures includedin the report are pre-audit.
Where the
money was
spentThis chart below showscounty council spendingto deliver services acrossLancashire, such as adultsocial care, young peo-ple's services, maintain-ing and improving roadsand bridges, libraries,adult education andpublic protection.

Where the money
comes fromIn 2009/10 our total incomewas £1,876m,made up of spe-ciBic Government grants of£887m, Business rates of£234m, Council Tax of £423m,fees and charges of £221mand Revenue Support Grantplus Area Based Grant of£111m.SpeciBic grants must be spenton particular services, such asrunning Lancashire schools.

Adult andCommunity25

Highways TransportService6
Other4 Children Education Service60

Cultural EnvironmentRegulatory PlanningService5

Fees charges other12
Revenue support6

Business rates12Speci ic government grant47

Council tax income23

What we spent in 2009/10

The county council’sspending in 2009/10was£160m. This reBlects in-vestment in assets whichgive a long-term beneBitto the residents of Lan-cashire such as schools,roads, libraries and socialcare facilities for adultsand children.Projects included:• continued upgrading ofschool buildings;• development of chil-dren’s centres;• road and bridge main-tenance;• continued develop-ment of waste manage-ment and recycling;• provision of respitecare facilities; and

• libraries regenerationprogramme.The money for thisspending comes fromseveral sources, includinggovernment grants, bor-rowing and income fromselling other assets.

At the end of each Binancial year, we draw up abalance sheet that represents howmuch the countycouncil’s land and buildings and other assets areworth, what is owed to others, what others owe to usand howmuch cash we have.

Fixed assets are items that we own and will beneBitfrom over several years, for example land, buildingsand vehicles.
The pension liability shows the current value ofpensions that the County Council will be required toprovide for existing and former employees.
Capital adjustment account reBlects the differencebetween the cost of Bixed assets consumed and theBinancing of the Bixed assets.
The pension reserve is used to offset the pensionliability.
Revaluation reserves reBlects the net gains whichare outstanding as a result of asset revaluations andconsumption.
Earmarked reserves are funds set aside for speciBicpurposes in the future. They include unspent schoolbalances (controlled by individual schools, ratherthan the council).
The County Fund is money set aside to cover unex-pected future demands or spending pressures. Thishelps us to make sure we are always in a secureBinancial position.

WHAT ARE WE WORTH?

Financial review

(2008/09) 2009/10£ million £ million
Spending on ServicesChildren & Education Services 1,107 1,111Adults Social Care 405 458Cultural, Environment,Regulatory and Planning Services 100 97Highways & Transport Services 112 110Other Services 36 74
Net cost of services 1,760 1,850Other costs and adjustments (3) 24
Total service cost to be funded 1,757 1,874

FundingSpeciBic Government Grants 877 887Fees and Charges 152 221Revenue Support Grant 85 111Business rates 239 234Council Tax 411 423
Total Funding 1,764 1,876

Net Surplus 7 2

Balance Sheet (2008/09) 2009/10£ million £ million
Assets and Borrowings:Fixed assets 1,914 2,216Stocks 3 3Cash and investments 268 400Debtors (money owed tothe council) 209 201Creditors (money owed bythe council) (226) (378)Borrowing (536) (646)Long-term Liabilities (334) (422)Pension Liability (747) (1,060)
Total assets and borrowings 551 314

Financed by:Capital Adjustment Account 565 530Pension Reserve (747) (1,060)Revaluation reserve 543 646Earmarked reserves 169 144County Fund 21 54
Total (inanced 551 314

Lancashire County Council

Annual Report: 2009/10

Sources of funding for capital spendingBorrowing £65m 41%Government grants £95m 59%
Total £160m 100%

Capital spending

In 2009/10 the CountyCouncil's total expenditurewas £1,874m. EfBiciencysavings of £32.2m havebeenmade since2008/09,with a further £21.7m ex-pected in 2010/11 and£36.7m in 2011/12.

In line with the CountyCouncil's Binancial strat-egy, the County Fund hasincreased at the end of2009/10 to a level consid-ered prudent in viewof the current economicconditions.
“

“
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Overview of our performance
GROWING UP PREPARED FOR
THE FUTURE

A complete
Statement of
Accounts
2009/10 is
available on the
county council
website:

www.lancashire.gov.uk/your_money

Indicator 2008 2009 Commentary15 year-olds in councilmaintained schoolsachieving five or moreGCSEs grades A*-C(including English andmaths).
Pupils in Lancashire's schools generallyperformed above the national average inexams. The proportion of young peopleachieving five or more GCSEs (includingEnglish and maths) continued to improveand is comfortably above the nationalaverage.Pupils persistentlyabsent from school The proportion of pupils persistentlyabsent from school (i.e. those who miss20% or more of the school year) alsoimproved.

MAKING COMMUNITIES SAFER AND
STRONGER
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 Commentary“No Cold Calling”Zones todiscourageunsoliciteddoorstep callers.

Twenty additional “No Cold Calling” Zonesestablished in a partnership with our TradingStandards team, the police and other partners.These clearly marked areas tell rogue tradersand doorstep callers that they aren't welcome.Number of peoplekilled or seriouslyinjured (KSI) inroad trafficaccidents.
Lancashire has continued to achieve a reductionin KSI casualties, including those involvingchildren from 200 (1994-1998) to 83.Strategies are being developed which coverroad safety education, training, enforcementand engineering scheme to improveperformance further.

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMIC GROWTH
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 CommentaryNew jobswe've helped tocreate orsafeguard.

Highlights include:• Rosebud, the council's award-winning businessinvestment scheme, created 132 jobs andsafeguarded 64 within Lancashire.• 'Business Start Up' projects aimed at providingbusiness guidance to under-represented groups,created 382 jobs.• The Micro Finance scheme providing loans tosmall sustainable businesses created 62 jobs andsafeguarded nine.Provide councilapprenticeshipsand pre-employment
As an employer, the council has significantlyextended its award-winning Apprenticeship, FutureHorizons pre-apprenticeship and WorkStartprogrammes - all of which are receiving nationalreconition.PROMOTING HEALTH AND

WELL BEING
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 Commentary% of retailers whorefuse to sellalcohol to underageyoung people -measured by testpurchase.

Since 2006, an intensive three year programmeof enforcement activity was undertaken,resulting in a very high compliance level.Compliance levels are still slightly above thenational average.
Childhood obesity(reception-agedchildren) Working with schools and other partners, wehave reduced childhood obesity.The proportion of children in reception classwho were obese fell for the second year runningand was better than the national average.

SUPPORTING PEOPLE IN NEED
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 CommentaryWaiting times forassessments: % of peoplewho had their assessmentcompleted within fourweeks of initial contact.

When vulnerable people need help andcontact social services, it is crucial thatassessments are completed quickly andefficiently.
Care leavers in education,employment or training. Children leaving care are at high risk ofbecoming unemployed. We have soughtto increase the opportunities available tothese young people.

PROTECTING AND IMPROVING OUR
ENVIRONMENT AND CULTURE
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 CommentaryHouseholdwastesent forcompostingandrecycling

Household waste has seen another year of increasedperformance. Food waste trials were introducedallowing a valuable resource to be taken out of theresidual waste stream, turning the resource intocompost and new initiatives introduced to help raisepublic awareness and assist the council in divertingtonnes from landfill.Use oflibraries A telephone survey of 3,000 people indicates that 48.7%of Lancashire people use their libraries against a NorthWest average of 47.4%.

IMPROVING ROADS AND TRANSPORT
Indicator 2008/09 2009/10 Commentary% of principal road network wherestructural maintenance should beconsidered The improvement in roadnetwork maintenance hasbeen maintained. Severewinter weather added to thedeterioration of the roadnetwork.This also made it moredifficult to carry out repairs.
% of dangerous defects to roads andpavements, reported by members ofthe public, that are repaired within 24hours
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County Commissioner said: "Rachel Kay-Shuttleworth was a true pioneer of guiding inLancashire East, then known as The Countyof North East Lancashire. As our Hirst County
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livinginlancashire

wecanhelp

12 Museums supported
across the county.

Andrew
has the
answer
Public transport expert

Helping you to find out
about public transport

Q: Where can I Hind informa-tion about local bus services?A: There's a huge amount ofinformation available to help youplan your journey quickly andeasily. As well as traditional wayssuch as paper timetables, youcan also access information viathe internet, over the telephone,and even by text message to yourmobile.Lancashire County Council'sbus services website is a greatway to Hind out about local busservices. It's a 'one stop shop' fortravel and transport informationcountywide. If you can't Hindwhat you're looking for, there are

also links to other sites. Visitwww.lancashire.gov.uk, click on B inthe A-Z, and then Bus Services.You can receive personal journeyplanning by phoning our Lancashire-based Traveline call centre on0871 200 2233. Traveline is a part-nership between Lancashire County
Council, Blackpool Council, Black-burn with Darwen Council and Lan-cashire’s bus operators. The callcentre is open seven days a week,from 8am to 8pm, and is part of a na-tional network of call centres provid-ing up-to-date timetable information

on local bus services.To plan your own journey on-line, visit www.traveline.info anduse the online journey plannerfor North West England.One of our latest develop-ments is providing timetable in-formation via your mobile. If you
have mobile internet on yourphone, you can view the next bustimes from your stop by visitingwww.nextbuses.mobi and followthe instructions. This initiative ispart of a national service pro-vided through Traveline.

Girl guides’ centenary
THE Guiding Light exhibition is currently onat Gawthorpe Hall in Padiham, near Burnley.At the centre of the exhibition will be a cel-ebration of the life and work of Miss RachelKay-Shuttleworth, who at the age of 30, wasappointed North East Lancashire's HirstCounty Commissioner for the Girl Guides' As-sociation in 1916.Rachel was the last member of her familyto live at Gawthorpe Hall. She is widelyknown for her textile collection that is dis-played there. She had been interested in theScout movement, but felt that there was notenough being done for girls.From her appointment as County Commis-sioner soon after the Girl Guides' Associationwas set up in 1910, she took the movementto heart; starting new Girl Guides' companies,Hinding and training leaders, allowing rallies

and camps to be hosted at the hall and trav-elling throughout the county to promote thebeneHits of the organisation.Her approach, energy and enthusiasm in-spired those around her. She is consideredone of the pioneers of the movement in Lan-cashire by Girl Guiding UK today.Rachel is also well-known in guiding his-tory for her work as the Hirst Heraldry Ad-viser. She came up with the idea that thereshould be heraldic-style Standards to repre-sent the guides. As well as advising on designand layout, she also worked on many of themherself. One of the most famous is the NorthEast Lancashire Standard, which includes theVictorian motto from above the front door ofGawthorpe Hall. The Standard will be on dis-play in the exhibition.Andrea Cottam, East Lancashire's current

“Plan your journey quickly and easily

A MAJOR exhibition is being held to celebrate the centenary
of Girl Guiding UK. Vision headed to Gawthorpe Hall,
Padiham, to find out more about their new exhibition.

� Greg BowenA MOBILE museum hasbeen travelling aroundthe county encouragingpeople to tell storiesabout life in their com-munity.The Museum of Lan-cashire is currentlyclosed until 2011, whileits galleries undergo ex-tensive family-friendlyrenovations.So this summer, theMobile Museum has beenout and about across Lan-cashire.Visitors have been get-ting 'hands on' with his-

toric objects, such as gasmasks, Victorian toys andhousehold items and try-ing on costumes to Hindout about life in the past.Over 1,000 people havevisited the Mobile Mu-seum since June 2010.You may have seen it atthe Preston Mela, River-sway Festival, RossendaleMela, children's centresand local schools.If you're planning acommunity event or localfun day, you could invitethe Mobile Museum.As well as the MobileMuseum, the Museum ofLancashire is also bring-

CCOOMMMMIISSIIOONNEERRSS’’  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  | (from left) Mrs Birley, Miss Kay-Shuttleworth and Miss Anderson. 

GGUUIIDDEESS | Camping in the grounds of Gawthorpe Hall.

Museum         

Commissioner she held ofHice for 31 years,through two world wars and in difHicult times. Hervision, determination, inspiration and encourage-ment laid the foundations of what we have today.Putting the 
customer firstTHE county council hasmade a new commitmentto provide even betterservices for the people ofLancashire.Earlier this summer, thecouncil launched its'Putting the CustomerFirst' campaign and theCustomer Charter, to im-prove services and informresidents of the standardsthey can expect from thecouncil. As part of this cam-paign, the county councilis making it even easierfor people to contact them,answering more questionsHirst time, and ensuringservices are easily accessi-

ble for people with disabili-ties. County Councillor DavidSmith, lead member forcustomer access, said:"We're committed toproviding the high-est standards ofservice for Lan-cashire resi-dents. Bycontinuing toimprove stafftraining, installingmore TellyTalk facili-ties in libraries and com-munity venues and basingmore county council staffin district council contactpoints, we're bringing serv-ices much closer to the

community. We also want toknow what people think andwant you to contact us if youhave any feedback on ourservices."People can contactthe county council byvisiting www.lan-cashire.gov.uk, byemail:enquiries@lan-cashire.gov.uk, bycalling 0845 053 0000,by writing to us at Lan-cashire County Council,County Hall, PO Box 78,Fishergate, Preston, Lancashire PR1 8XJ; or byvisiting one of our local of-Hices or access points.
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what’son

85 “Libraries and mobile libraries
across Lancashire

I think the scouts and guides play a
vital role in helping young people
to become better citizens.
County Councillor Chris Holtom

usefulnumbers

exhibition
WWoorrssee  TThhiinnggss  HHaappppeenn  aatt
SSeeaa  
Until 31 October 2010
Venue: Fleetwood Mu-
seum
Morecambe Bay is an
area of outstanding
beauty filled with wildlife
in and around the sea.
But it is also a treacher-
ous place with stormy un-
predictable seas, shifting
sands and tidal areas.
Worse Things Happen at
Sea tells the story of this
beautiful yet dangerous
area.

CCeelleebbrraattiioonn::  RRiibbbbllee  VVaalllleeyy
SSccuullppttuurree  TTrraaiill
Until 10 October 2010
Venue: Clitheroe Castle
Museum
For more than 15 years
artists have been creat-
ing artworks along the
Ribble Valley Sculpture
Trail. The last pieces are
now in place and Celebra-
tion marks the comple-
tion of this grand project.
The trail travels through
Brungerley Park and
Cross Hill Quarry Nature
Reserve, along part of the
Ribble Way.

SSaaiilloorrss,,  SSuurrggeeoonnss  &&  SSeett--
ttlleerrss
2-31 October 2010
Venue: Lancaster Mar-
itime Museum
400 Years of Black &
Asian History in Lan-
cashire
Who are we and where

do we come from? Family
history programmes are in-
creasingly popular and are
leading many people to in-
vestigate their lives and
backgrounds.
Showing as part of Black
History Month 2010 this fas-
cinating exhibition, put to-
gether by the Lancashire
Record Office, looks across
centuries to explore Lan-
cashire's heritage and an-
cestry.

JJoohhnn  MMeerrcceerr::  LLaannccaasshhiirree''ss
CCuurriioouuss  CChheemmiisstt
Until 22 November 2010
Venue: Queen Street Mill,
Burnley
John Mercer of Great Har-
wood is one of Lancashire's
unsung heroes. 
A Victorian man of science,
his interests in chemistry
and photography, printing
and dyeing raised the game
for the Lancashire textile in-
dustry.
His name is captured in the
very production method he
invented 'mercerized cotton'
and in many of the public
buildings of the area - Mer-
cer Hall and Mercer Park to
name but two. 
Find out more about this
amazing man in this family
friendly mini-exhibition.
This is a partnership project
and is part of the Royal Soci-
ety's 350th Anniversary
'Local Heroes' celebrations.

IInnssppiirreedd::  RRiibbbbllee  VVaalllleeyy  OOppeenn
22001100
23 October 2010 - 9 Janu-

ary 2011.
Venue: Clitheroe Castle
Museum
Inspired showcases the
work of artists living and
working in the Ribble Val-
ley, selected from their
submissions to the Ribble
Valley Open. 
Many of the works are for
sale and would make won-
derful gifts for yourself or
for others.

PPaaiinnttiinnggss  bbyy  DDoonn  MMccKKiinnllaay
Date: 09 December 2010
- 9 January 2011
Venue: Rossendale Mu-
seum 
In his exhibition, Don
McKinlay intends to recre-
ate the format of previous
one man shows he pre-
sented at the Bluecoat
Gallery, Liverpool.
The work will consist of a
range of pieces character-
istic of his output, but
rarely shown. Drawings,
prints, paintings, sculp-
tures and constructions
are presented together
demonstrating his enthusi-
asm for the diverse, dis-
tinctive qualities of
different media.
Political events around 
the world and the 
reporting of them in the
popular press have 
provided McKinlay with
material for a number of
years; many of them 
relate to the human condi-
tion and everyday situa-
tions.

goes out and about
ing new community-based events to a neigh-bourhood near you thisautumn. Look out for Museumto You - a series of cre-ative workshops and fundays.The Museum to Youevents are kicking off inOctober 2010 with a se-ries of taster sessions giv-ing people of all ages thechance to learn aboutlocal history, while shar-ing their heritage. You can also say whatyou would like to see inthe newly renovated mu-seum and make objects

that could go on display inthe new Lancashire Peo-ple gallery. For Museum to Youdates and locations visitwww.lancashire.gov.uk/museums. For information aboutactivities or to share yourstory, then please contactKim Klug, communityoutreach of>icer, on01772 790 832 or emailkim.klug@lancashire.gov.uk
HHEERRIITTAAGGEE| Visitors to the
Mobile Museum look back to
items from yesteryear.

BBoowwllaanndd  VViissiittoorr  CCeennttrree,,  BBeeaaccoonn  FFeellll  CCoouunnttrryy
PPaarrkk 01995 640557 
WWyyccoolllleerr  CCoouunnttrryy  PPaarrkk 01282 870253 
MMuusseeuummss  sseerrvviiccee  mmaaiinn  ooffffiiccee
01772 534061 
MMuusseeuumm  ooff  LLaannccaasshhiirree 01772 534075
LLaannccaasstteerr  MMaarriittiimmee  MMuusseeuumm 01524 382264

JJuuddggeess’’  LLooddggiinnggss 01524 32808
LLaannccaasstteerr  CCiittyy  MMuusseeuumm 01524 64637
HHeellmmsshhoorree  TTeexxttiillee  MMuusseeuumm 01706 226459 
Find out more information about events by visiting: 
www.lancsmuseums.gov.uk or
www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/
countryside

"She always believed that there was not enoughyouth work being done for girls and was full of admi-ration for Sir Robert Baden-Powell when he devisedthe Girl Guide Movement. Miss Rachel became CountyCommissioner in 1916. She always contemptuouslydiscarded suggestions that Girlguiding was unsuitablefor girls, because it may make them too independentor tomboyish. She was dedicated to the idea of equal-ity between the sexes. "Today we continue to provide a unique 'girl only'space, that allows girls to be comfortable just beingthemselves. “We continue to promote diversity and equal-ity, give girls and young women a voice, butmore importantly we are still an organisationthat remains modern and relevant to the girlsof our time."The exhibition will run until 31 October.On display will be many items not usuallyseen; such as some of Miss Kay-Shuttle-

worth's hand-drawn designs for banners, countybadges, 1923 girl guide sampler, an original guide uni-form, photographs and other memorabilia associatedwith Gawthorpe Hall and the girl guide movement. These exhibits will tell the story of how themovement developed in Lancashire and showhow the >irst County Commissioner's in>luencecontinues today. The exhibition is open until 31 Octoberfrom 1pm to 5pm, Tuesday to Thursday, Sat-urday and Sunday. Admission charges apply.For more information, contactGawthorpe hall either by telephone 01282771 004 or by email to gawthorpehall@lancashire.gov.uk.To >ind out more about Girlguiding UK's Centenary celebrations, please visittheir website at www.girlguiding100years.org.uk

MMUUSSEEUUMM  EEVVEENNTTSS

DDiissccoovveerr  CClloouugghhaa  PPiikkee
Sunday 3 October
10am to 3.30pm
Birk Bank car park, Rigg
Lane, Quernmore, Lan-
caster, LA2 9EL.
Mines, quarries, sculpture
and moorland on one of
Lancashire's finest view-
points.
A bookable event.

TThhee  WWooooddllaanndd  EExxppeerriieennccee  
Sunday 10 October
11 am to 4pm

Wycoller Country Park, near
Colne, BB8 8SY.
Learn about woodland
crafts at the Aisled Barn.

TTrreeee  DDrreessssiinngg
Wednesday 22 December
11am to 3pm
Beacon Fell Country Park,
near Longridge, PR3 2ES
Create your own decorations
and then join in with dress-
ing the trees.
Tramper users need to book
places.

CCOOUUNNTTRRYYSSIIDDEE  EEVVEENNTTSS

To book places and for more information, please contact
the Countryside Service on 0011777722  553344  770099. 
Alternatively visit: 
wwwwww..llaannccaasshhiirree..ggoovv..uukk//eennvviirroonnmmeenntt//ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee



ice and snow will melt.”In fact, movement of salt around theroad by traffic is essential for salt to takeeffect and certain circumstances createan impossible situation. Rain falling on afrozen road, for example, will simplywash away the salt before freezing.And a deep fresh snowfall will needploughing before spreading salt willhave any effect at all – if the road is cov-ered in fresh snow, the level of grip willbe low.Duncan said: “We do our very best,but there are things everyone can do to

help.“The first step is simply to be awarethat your routine could be affectedwhen winter weather is forecast. Askyourself if your journey is essential, andif it is, make allowance for a possibledelay.”Grit bins - there are 1,713 stationedstrategically around the county - are an-other county council service to helppeople cope with winter weather.Keeping a watch on your local gritbins this year could also help everyonein your neighbourhood be prepared fora cold snap.Duncan added: “Last year all the binswere full by mid-October, and the firstpart of the winter was very mild. Butwhen the snow arrived in Decemberwefound that many of them had alreadybeen emptied.“The grit is there to make the roadsand pavements safer for everyone – ifyou see it being taken away or used in-appropriately, please let us know.”Despite everyone’s best efforts, thereis no guarantee that roads will alwaysbe completely free of ice and snow, soplease drive carefully and plan ahead foryour journeys this winter. Stay tuned tolocal radio, keep an eye on the press,and check www.lancashire.gov.uk forgritting updates.

LAST year’s harsh winter, unprece-dented in recent times, hit parts of Lan-cashire as hard as anywhere in Britain.Themost difficult period began on 18Decemberwith a snowfall which coatedthe county for the next four weeks.Duncan Reeve is the highways man-ager responsible for the east of thecounty. He worked for 16 straight daysto direct the crews which spent 8,000working hours gritting roads in theeast, most of them clocked up during 32days of continuous action in Decemberand January.The task of gritting the 1,504miles of Lancashire’s mainroutes - those first to be treatedwhen a freeze is forecast - wasnot made any easier when theunrelenting weather led to na-tional salt supplies running lowand being rationed by the government.It was a mammoth task, but Lan-cashire’s gritting crews succeeded inkeeping the county moving. And, asevery year, work to improve the winterservice - forwhich £4m is budgeted thisyear - began as soon as spring arrived.“One thing we’ve done this summeris to increase our salt stocks by 50% tomake sure we can keep gritting forlonger if we’re hit with sustained badweather again,” said Duncan.“We’ve also been working with thepolice, transport operators and districtand parish councils to identify whereproblems occurred, and to look at whatwe can do better.”Changes for this winter include busstation aprons being added to the pri-ority list. District councils have alsoagreed to provide extra manpower totreat some areas, such as busy pave-ments, if icy conditions persist. And an-other gritter has been added to the fleetin east Lancashire - bringing the totalfor the region to 23.“But however well-prepared we are,”added Duncan, “people need to knowthere are limits towhat can be achievedin the worst weather.“One of the most commonmisconceptions is that once the gritterhas put salt on the road, all the
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lancashirefolk 23 The number of gritting
lorries in Lancashire

voiceof
vision

�� JJiimm  SSmmiitthhGREEN-minded pupilsfrom 12 Lancashireschools have scooped alaptop computer as a re-ward for their recyclingefforts.Pupils had to collectold batteries as part ofthe scheme run by Lan-cashire County Counciland Valpak Limited,which provided prizes forthe top performing pri-mary schools.

County Councillor MikeFrance (pictured far left),lead member for commu-nities and partnerships;and Valpak recycling op-erations manager DamianPerkins (pictured secondleft); presented a laptopto each winning school.A total of 360 primaryschools across Lancashiretook part in the scheme,diverting more than 19 tonnes of used batter-ies from landfill - theequivalent of about

630,000 batteries.School rankings werecalculated by dividing thetotal tonnage of batteriescollected by the numberof pupils in the school -ensuring that pupils’ suc-cess, rather than the sizeof the school, was rewarded. Following the enthusi-asm of the pupils and thesuccess of this initiative,the Tune in to Battery Re-cycling scheme will con-tinue for a further year.

Lancashire school pupils
power to battery success

Preparing for cold and
dark winter nights

“
There are limits to what
can be achieved in the
worst weather”

WWIINNNNEERRSS  | Pupils from St Joseph’s Catholic School in
Barnoldswick

The county council is urgently seeking newfoster carers. Some of our dedicated foster carers gave theirthoughts on what it means to them: 
Ian says:

“It’s only when you start putting the theory
into practice, once children are placed with
you, that you start to realise what a challeng-
ing, emotional and fulfilling role you have
taken on.

“It has been hard work but my word, the
sense of achievement we feel and the pride we
have in the lads we foster cannot be measured. 
To us, fostering has been the most wonder-

ful experience and we wouldn’t swap places
for anything.”

Marcia says:

“If you like children, and you like to feel
you’re doing something that’s really useful,
then I’d really recommend fostering. It isn’t
something you rush into, but once you’ve
begun, you’ll be really glad you did, and there
is plenty of help if you need it.”

Sylvia says:

“You have to know what you’re going into,
but it is very rewarding. Sometimes children
or babies are very distressed when they arrive
and it’s great to see the difference in them.”

Liz (a former fostered child) says:

“I have many happy memories of being in
foster care. I have been on holidays and al-
ways had a good time, and I still go on holiday
with my ex-foster mum and my own children.
“I have had loads of happy times. Soon

after moving in I felt part of the family and
wanted to call her ‘mum’ because it felt so
natural.”

IIff  yyoouu’’rree  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  ffiinnddiinngg  oouutt  wwhheetthheerr
yyoouu  mmiigghhtt  bbee  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  hheellpp  aa  cchhiilldd,,  ccaallll
oouurr  ffrriieennddllyy  ffoosstteerriinngg  rreeccrruuiittmmeenntt  tteeaamm  oonn
00880000  119955  11118833..

AA  DDVVDD  hhaass  aallssoo  bbeeeenn  pprroodduucceedd  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee
wwaannttiinngg  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree  aabboouutt  ffoosstteerr  ccaarree  --
sseeee  ppaaggee  1111  ffoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss.

�� MMiikkee  WWaarrrreenn
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NEW SCHOOLS

RRoossyy  ffuuttuurree
ffoorr  ppuuppiillss

�� SSuuee  BBeecckkeerrLANCASHIRE’S schoolstudents celebrated yetanother bumper year forGCSE results this summer,with grades predicted tobe about 5% higher thanlast year.But what lies behindthe apparently unstop-pable rise and rise of Lan-cashire's pupils, whoconsistently nudge ahead

of both regional and national averages?Paul Dyson-Knight, thecounty council's senioradviser for secondaryschools, puts the im-provement down to anumber of factors.He said: "First and fore-most, it's the sheer hardslog of teachers andpupils. We have some fan-tastic teachers who bringout the best in them - not

to mention the parentswho support them all theway."It's also important toacknowledge the leader-ship of headteachers andgovernors since they setthe agenda for improve-ment, make sure every-one understands it, anddirect school resources toachieve it. "Second, the schoolsare ambitious for their

students and set targetswhich are always chal-lenging, leading to theraising of standards overtime."Achievement has beenimproved by schoolswidening the range ofsubject choices to reKlectpupils' interests, skillsand abilities, the develop-ment of innovative ap-proaches to teaching andlearning which motivate
�� SEASON’S SMOOTH START

BARNOLDSWICK Town Football Club received £250 to sharpen the blades on
their sit-on lawnmower. The money came from County Councillor Keith Bailey's
grant fund. He is pictured (left) with committee member Stephen Chew.

THE Rose School in Burn-ley was one of four brand-new schools  in the townwhich threw their doorsopen to pupils this term.The school offers spe-cialist teaching for chil-dren with behavioural,emotional or social difKi-culties.Designed around thepupils' needs, the schoolfeatures a ground sourceheat pump, woodencladding, a vegetable gar-

SCHOOL RESULTS

AAnnootthheerr  ggrreeaatt  yyeeaarr  ffoorr
ccoouunnttyy’’ss  GGCCSSEE  ssttuuddeennttss

den and attractive out-door areas.Hameldon CommunityCollege, Blessed TrinityRC College, and Unity Col-lege also welcomed theirKirst students. Built under the now-cancelled BuildingSchools for the Futureprogramme, the fourschools cost £88m and re-place outdated buildingswith state-of-the-artlearning environments.

justaminute
Happy birthday Traveline!PUBLIC transport infor-mation service Travelineis celebrating its tenthbirthday.Traveline providestimetable information forLancashire and has han-dled more than 1.5 millioncalls in the past ten years. For journey planning, call Traveline on 0871 20022 33 (8am to 8pm, seven days a week), or plan yourown journey online by visiting www.traveline.info
Alarm bells ringingLANCASHIRE Trading Standards and police are warn-ing consumers to be on their guard when alarm com-panies offer deals which seem too good to be true. There has been an increase in complaints aboutKirms offering alarm systems for nominal amounts,but tied into an expensive maintenance agreements. Anyone who thinks they may have been misled andhas signed up for a contract that you think is unfair, isurged to contact Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06. 
Quiz for councillorsA GROUP of young peoplewill be asking questionson important issues attheir local Cabinet Ques-tion Time during LocalDemocracy Week.Local Democracy Weekruns from 11-17 Octoberand the county council isorganising activities thatwill focus on getting youngpeople more involved with, and more aware of, theirlocal council. 
Your views on VisionWE are asking Vision readers to send in their viewson our newspaper. Vision covers news and informa-tion about county council-related services.If you have any ideas about how we can improve it,contact 0845 053 0000 or send us an email:corporate.communications@lancashire.gov.uk

NNEEWW  LLOOOOKK  | The exterior of the Rose School

TTRRAAVVEELLIINNEE |Bus advice

students to learn, and de-tailed tracking systemsthat pinpoint when a stu-dent needs extra support."The county's school ad-visers also work withschools and local Chil-dren's Trusts to close thegaps that exist nationallyfor boys, pupils facing so-cial or economic disad-vantage and for somepupils from minority eth-nic groups."

CHILDREN’S SERVICES

DDVVDD  ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee
nneeww  ffoosstteerr  ccaarreerrss
�� SSuuee  BBeecckkeerrANYONE who has everwondered what it's reallylike to be a foster carercan now Kind out from thepeople in the know, at theclick of a mouse.The insight and wis-dom of a number of thecounty's foster carers hasbeen captured by Lan-cashire County Council'sfostering service in a half-hour DVD, which is givento fostering applicantsand can also be viewed on the council'swebsite.Fostering recruitmentmanager Gill Green, whointroduces the Kilm, said:"We know a lot of peoplethink about fostering for awhile, before they apply,and often the questionsthat niggle at them are:what is it really like? Are foster carers ordinarypeople like us? Now they

can see for themselves."The DVD features fostercarers talking in simpleand moving terms abouttheir experiences of car-ing for children.They describe helpingwithdrawn children tocome out of their shell, orover-boisterous childrento calm down, and givingthe extra help that'sneeded.The county council is

CCAARREERRSS  | Could you help a child?urgently seeking new fos-ter carers. If you're inter-ested in Kinding outwhether you might be theperson to help a child, callour friendly fostering re-cruitment team on 0800195 1183.Alternatively visit ourwebsite, where you canalso view our new DVDfrom the home page:www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering

BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR 
THE FUTURE

JJooiinniinngg  uupp
sseerrvviicceessTHE Kinal piece in the jig-saw at the new BuildingSchools for the Future de-velopment in Burnley willbe a new integratedhealth centre, The Fold.Hameldon CommunityCollege, Cherry Fold Pri-mary School and TheRose School all operatefrom a site off Coal CloughLane in the town.The Fold project hasbeen masterminded byLancashire County Coun-cil and NHS East Lan-cashire, the PCT, who putin an ambitious bid to thegovernment's £200m ‘co-location fund’ to bringhealth, education and

children’s services to-gether on one site.The new centre will bebuilt next to Cherry FoldPrimary with services forlocal people includingsupport for mental andsexual health, stoppingsmoking, help with drugand alcohol problems,parenting and healthyeating.Lucy Murgatroyd (4),from Cherry Fold Pri-mary, won a competitionto name the clinic.These services, addedto the learning, ICT andsports facilities availableat the schools, will trans-form local provision.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

CChheeaappeerr  1166--
1188  bbuuss  ttrraavveellCHEAPER off peak bustravel for 16-18 year-olds is now possible inChorley, Fylde and Preston.The Pocketriderscheme, supported byLancashire County Coun-cil and Stagecoach NorthWest, was introducedthanks to the campaign-ing work of young peoplefrom Fylde Youth Trans-port Action Group andLancashire Youth Coun-cil's Transport CampaignGroup.All 16-18 year-olds,who would normally payadult fare, can now use a

Pocketrider ID card to payfor child single and day re-turn fares on all Stage-coach services inLancashire (apart fromStagecoach in Lancaster)after 9:30am and all dayat the weekends.Application forms forthe Pocketrider card canbe downloaded from theStagecoach website. Cardscan be obtained fromStagecoach Travel Shopon Preston Bus Station,Chorley Bus Station or theTanzo Travel Shop on Tal-bot Road, Blackpool.There is a £10 adminis-tration fee for the card.

YOUNG people from SouthRibble won a BronzeMedal for the garden theycreated at the prestigiousRoyal Horticultural Showat Tatton Park.The five young peoplefrom South Ribble, aged16 to 18, none of whom iscurrently in education,employment or training,worked intensively with

professional garden de-signers to build the prize-winning garden.This joint project between LancashireCounty Council's YoungPeople's Service, and Key, a youth home-lessness charity, enabledthe young people in-volved to develop a rangeof skills.  

BBlloooommiinngg  wweellll

IINNTTEERREESSTT  | Young people
posing questions
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If you don’t know
who to ask...ask us!

Childcare and things to do:
• Nurseries • Preschools/playgroups
• Childminders • Out of school clubs
• Holiday playschemes • Sport and leisure clubs
• Family leisure activities • Parent and toddler groups

The Family Information Service can help you find
out where to go for information about:
• Parenting
• Health
• Special & additional needs
• Keeping your children safe
• Tax credits and other money matters
• Housing
• Legal issues
• Schools and colleges

Working with children, young people
and their families:
• Career options • Advertising job vacancies
• Training • Funding
• Becoming a childminder or opening a day care setting
• Choosing childcare – things to look for and questions to ask
• Support for children with additional needs and/
or special needs

• What to do if you are concerned about childcare
• Employment rights for working parents

Raising children can be stressful and it can be difficult to know where to go for information.
That’s where the Family Information Service (FIS) can help with advice on...

0800 195 0137
lancashire.gov.uk/childcare


