Q1.  In the 2009 calendar year did your authority allow or participate in any surveys of domestic household waste, where rubbish put out for collection was analysed for research purposes and the householders were NOT told about this course of conduct.

In the calendar year 2009, two audits of domestic waste were undertaken; one throughout July and the other at the end of October and start of November. In both instances the waste was collected by the usual refuse collection vehicles and taken to a waste transfer station where the waste was discharged and sampled before categorisation for analysis. Residents were not made aware of this process prior to the collection of their waste, as is the usual industry practice, in order to preserve the typical nature of the waste composition.

Q2.  If this is the case, for each survey please state 

(i)                   who was in charge of the research, 

(ii)                 how many households were sampled and where were they from within your area

(iii)                what type of waste was analysed 

(iv)               what was the purpose of the research

(v)                 please provide me with the summary of the research findings. 

i) The research was undertaken by Resource Futures Ltd on behalf of Lancashire County Council and Blackpool Council. Seven Lancashire districts were involved in the audits; Blackpool, Ribble Valley, Chorley, South Ribble, Fylde, Lancaster and West Lancashire.

ii) Because of the way in which the waste was collected prior to analysis, it is not possible to give an exact figure for the number of households from which waste was collected. However, and importantly, the weight of the sample used for analysis in the July audit was 5970kg and the November audit 6321kg. All the waste was taken from districts within the Lancashire geographic boundary.

iii) The waste analysed was domestic waste that would ordinarily be left out for collection by the district authority and included kitchen waste, green waste, paper, card, non-recyclable plastics, sanitary waste, glass, recyclable plastics and metals.

iv) The purpose of the research was to determine:

· The composition of the residual waste stream taken from samples of waste across the

County,
· Estimates on the amount of hazardous material present in the residual waste in respect

To the potential contamination of the MBT product and
· Estimate the amount of material that could potentially be recycled through the current

kerbside collection service.
v) See Attached documents
