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QEE"JE the village and procead

on the AGBZ. Opposite Bentlea Road

turm right onto a metalled track leading

to & school, Bafora the school cross a
wooden stile on the lafl and then, walking
up the left hand hedge of the fiald, cross
tera more stiles heading towards a large
radic mast on the skyline. Cross the style
by tha mast and bead across the field in
the direction indicated by the waymarker
poat. As the fisld iz crossed a gate will
bacome wvisible in the far corner whare tha
fence on your right meets the hedge.
Hmad for this gate, pass through and
straight across the farm track through
another gate. Cross the footbridge over
the small stream and head across the
figld towards a stile in the haedge opposite.
Cross the style heading forward in the
direction indicated by the way-marker post,
towards another stile crasasing an old wall.
Continue across the next field keeping to
the left of the small ditch. Head downhill to

& slile leading to a road,

2

Once on the road turm right, passing
the eantrance Eel Beck Farm and continusa
for 50 yvards to a wodden stile on the left.
Cross thae stile and tumm Fight walking
parallel to the road until a gap in the hedgea
iz reachad. Crosse the stile and walk down
tha steep steps. At the bottom turn sharp
left and follow the path to another stile.
Cross and turm right heading diagonally
downhill towards a siream crossed by a
footbridge. Cross and turn eharp right
following the edge of the stream. Cross
the stile by the ford and continue walking
parallel to the stream until a stile in the
hedge is reachad. Cross and keap to the
edge of the fiald until anothar stream s
reached. Turn rght and follow the right
hand bank of the stream as it curnves genthy
round to the right. A footbridge is passaed
an the laft but do nol crass this, Aflter 200
yvards a stone zslab bridge s reached
leading to a stone stap stile. Cross and
turn left along the rght hand side of the
straam until & metal gate is reached,
Continue ahead to the old mill, turn right
onto the road and then immediately laft
onto a farmn track.

Follow the farm track, which turns
sharply, runs uphill then turns left to
Dudland Farm. As the farm is approached
outhouses are passed on the right hand
side. After these are passed and bafore
antering the main farmyard, turm sharp right
and procaed uphill through a gate. Continue
uphill on the laft hand edge of the fisld until
a metal gate Is reached. Tum left through
the gate and follow the hedge to anothear
gate, Go through and head downhill on a
grassy track to another gate. Continue,
kaeping Great Dudland Farm on tha lafi,
until a stile in the hedge is reached, Cross
and head up a metallad road until the busy
AB9 Is reached. Cross with care and turm
right along the wvarge for 50 yards wheare a
stile on the left will be found. Cross and
follow the line of an old hedge, through a
gate and round the righl side of the silage
clamp, past a bam to a farm track. Turn
right onto this track and continue towards
Gisburn Cotes Farm which can be seen
ahead. Do not enter the farmyard, but at
the entrance turn sharp left, through a gate
and downhill owver a railway bridge. Bear
slightly to the right after the railway bridge
and head downhill until a small stream s
mat. Keaping this on the left, continue
towards the farm buildings in the distance.
Crass two more stiles onto a farm track,
turn left and walk uphill for 100 vards, At a
gharp left hand bend leave the track for a
foolpath on the right. Cross the stile and
follow the fence downhill to another stile
at the edge of Steep Wood. Follow the
path through the wood, taking care on the
steep steps, until the riverside path is meat.

oI'I'L-En route of the walk now follows

tha Ribble Way to Gisburn, 50 look out for
the Ribble way marker amows. Follow the
rivar bank until a grassy rack is reached
Valk up and along this, following the top
of the river bank. Turn right over a stile
and follow the path along two sides of a
large fisld, until furning right over a stile
just before New Laithe Barn, Tum laf
along the foolpath until a farm track is mel,
Continue along this track, turning left just
bafors Higher Laithe Farm. Pass the farm
buildings on the right and walk ahead
downhill to a bridge. Cross and head uphill
through a wood. Pass through a gate and
haad right, across the fields towards a
large farm building. Cross the stile into the
farm yard. walk through and along a
matalled driveway until meating Mill Lane
Turmn right and proceed carafully up this
raad until the AS5S iz reached. Turn left
and walk 50 yards to the start point of

the walk.




The walk begins in Gisburn, a village
with an ancient church dating back

to Morman times, inns and other
buildings of interest dating back from
the sixteanth to the ninateanth
canturias. Batweaan the main village
and the River Ribble iz Gisburne Park,
which until 1943 was the ancestral
home of the Lister family and their

Gisburn Park

Some of the fields along the beckside
are subject to low intensity types of
agricultural practice and as such are
important hay meadows for wildlife.
Howewver these fields provide
important winter fead for farm
livestock, so please keap (o the aedge
of these fields during the summer
grass growing period. After the stone
clapper bridge a weir in Gazeagill
Beck is saan on tha laft hand sida.

If you look closely on the nearside
bank a stona sluice can be sean.
This was the start of the mill leat
which fad the mill at Rimmington
Bridge. If you look across the fields
ahesad a shallow ditch can be seen
running across the centre of the fisld.
This is all that remains of the leat

successors the Lords Ribblesdale,

itsalf, which has long sinca baan fillad
Teday the old hall is used as a private

in. The mill building itself can be seen

hospital. Gisburn has long been the
home to the cattle trade and this
continuas today in the form of the
regular auction mart.

As you begin the walk and climb up
the fields from the village, Pendle Hill
comes into view and if the waather is
good, views of the Yorkshire Dales
paaks are visible behind you yo the
north. On a good day both
Ingleborough and Pen-y-ghent are
easily recognisable in the distance.

As you cross the large fields of
Westby Hall Farm it is interesting to
note that this is the site of the original
Listar family home known as
Arnoldsbilggin. The family moved to
Gisburn Park in the late 17th centurny.

The walk follows Thistleber Beck for
some distance, On the far side a
trackway lined with hawthom trees

is visible. This is thought to be an
ancient route which possibly passad
behind Thistlebar Farm. At this point
it iz also interesting to note that the
beck iz known to be an important
spawning area for salmon and sea
trout

Rimmington Bridge

Pandal Hill

an thea right just bafora tha road is
reached at Rimmington Bridge. Here
again please kesep to the edge of this
field which is used to produce hay
and silage during the summer months
and which is easily damaged by
trampling.

Later the walk passes through Steap
Wood, Here tree species such as beach,
oak and silver birch can be found.

Also if you are lucky you may sese some
of the Roe and Sika deer which inhabit
this woodad river vallay,

Ag yvou walk along the river bank, birds
such as the grey heron and dipper may
be sighted and in spring time the
adjoining meadows may be host to
lapwing and curlew. During the spring
and summer, Nlowering planis are
comman and spacias such as tormeantil,
milkwort, harebell and primrose may be
found. As yvou rejoin the read near
Gisburn, the Clitheroe-Skipton railway
is crossad. At the timea of its
construction, the then Lord Ribblesdale
was unhappy about |t passing across
his estate and spoiling the views from
tha hall. A5 a result, a short tunnel was
constructed to hide the track from the
view of the house, This can be seen on
the lefi as you walk back up the road

to Gisburn
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